that lie's proposing?  You realise that a lot of the stqff that
he's suggesting Is just impossible for us?"
"Oh well/' said Waring. *'! wouldn't know about that.
That's purely jour side of the house. It certainly sounded
pretty frightful."                                                                 ,
"He said he'd agreed it with you."
"With me?" said Waring in surprise, "My dear old Sam,
you couldn't agree most of that with me. I haven't even heard
most of the words for years. No. Ail he agreed with me was
that the programme needed cutting down. Which it certainly
did. You've always said so yourself."
"But why cut out everything any good?"
<e I tell you, o'boy. that's nothing to do with me. I'm only a
poor bloody salesman nowadays."  He frowned slightly and.
added, " As a matter of fact I told him I thought lie ought to
have a session with you on the whole thing. I don'c know why
he didn't"
! said, " It wouldn't be a bad idea. Try suggesting it a'gain.
Tell him he'll recognise me all right. I'm the one with the
limp,'*
Waring said, " Look, o'boy. I know he's got under your skin.
But give him a chance. After all, he's barely in the saddle yet/*
I came away a few minutes later. There was nothing to do
about Waring. He wouldn't fight. Why should he when he'd
got it all in hand? He might quite easily be telling the truth
about Joe and about telling Brine to see me. There was no
need for him to press now. He could sit back and let the thing
work Itself out in the only way it could.
I hesitated at Brine's door, and wondered whether to tackle
him straight away, tell him what I thought, and walk out if he
didn't like it. But somehow I just couldn't face any more of it
at the moment.
1 didn't much like the job of going back and telling joe it
was no good, but as it turned out it didn't matter. By the time
I got back Tilly had him back to normal, and when 1 came in
they were looking at a big dent in the ceiling that Joe had
just made demonstrating how to slope arms with a piec6 of
brass curtain rod.
I told Joe what Waring had said. 1 rather expected that he
would say that Waring was a liar right away, but he didn't He
seemed to think it was just Brine. He knew Waring didn't
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